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ABSTRACT
(Font Size-16)
(Font Size 12) (Line and paragraph spacing 1.5) In the abstract section of your dissertation, adhere to specific rules and cover essential topics to provide a concise overview of your research. Firstly, summarize the purpose and objectives of your study, outlining the research problem or question addressed. Provide a brief description of the methodology employed, including key research methods and approaches utilized in the investigation. Summarize the main findings and results obtained from your research, highlighting significant outcomes or discoveries. Mention any theoretical frameworks or conceptual models utilized to guide your study. Discuss the implications of your findings, addressing the broader significance and potential applications of your research in relevant fields. Avoid including detailed explanations or discussions of specific findings in the abstract. Maintain a clear and structured format, using concise and precise language to convey key points effectively. Ensure that the abstract accurately represents the content and scope of your dissertation. Include keywords or phrases relevant to your research topic to facilitate search ability and indexing in academic databases. Limit the abstract to a specific word count or length as per the guidelines provided by your institution or academic journal. Proofread the abstract carefully to eliminate errors and ensure clarity and coherence in presentation.
CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION
Font Size 16
1.1 Introduction (Font Size-14)

            (Font Size 12) (Line and paragraph spacing 1.5) In the introduction section of your dissertation, adhere to specific rules and cover essential topics to provide context and establish the framework for your research. Begin by introducing the topic of your study and providing background information to contextualize the research problem or question. Clearly state the objectives and aims of your research, outlining the purpose and scope of the dissertation. Briefly review relevant literature and highlight gaps or areas requiring further investigation, setting the stage for the significance of your study within the broader academic context. Finally, provide an overview of the organization and structure of your dissertation, outlining the chapters or sections that follow to guide the reader through your research journey.
1.2 Objectives (Font Size-14)
(Font Size 12) (Line and paragraph spacing 1.5) In the objectives section of your dissertation, clearly outline the specific goals and aims of your research. Begin by stating the overarching objective or purpose of your study, emphasizing its relevance and importance within the field. Subsequently, break down the main objective into smaller, measurable objectives that serve as milestones for achieving the overarching goal. Ensure that the objectives are clear, specific, and aligned with the research questions or hypotheses addressed in your study. By articulating the objectives, you provide a roadmap for your research and guide the reader in understanding the purpose and focus of your dissertation.
1.3 Motivation (Font Size-14)
             (Font Size 12) (Line and paragraph spacing 1.5) In the motivation section of your dissertation, articulate the driving factors and rationale behind your decision to undertake the research. Begin by discussing the significance of the research topic within the broader academic or practical context, highlighting gaps or areas requiring further exploration. Explain personal or professional experiences, interests, or observations that sparked your interest in the research topic and motivated you to pursue the study. Clearly convey how addressing the research questions or objectives contributes to existing knowledge, addresses practical challenges, or offers potential benefits to the field of study. The motivation section serves to establish the relevance and importance of your research, setting the stage for the subsequent chapters of your dissertation.
1.4 Chapter Headings
New chapters always begin at the top of a new page within the thesis/dissertation, regardless of where text ends on the previous page. Chapter titles must be centered on the page and in ALL CAPS.
1.5 Font Requirements
          PCIU requires theses/dissertations to bear a professional appearance to the reader. While we do not enforce a set font or font size, your choices must align with the following principles:
1. You may use ONE font in your thesis/dissertation. Wherever possible, use the same font in all graphs, tables, charts, etc., but there is some leeway given if this is not possible.
2. Your font and font size choices must look professional. The Graduate School will instruct students to change their font and/or font size if the reviewer feels these elements are not in keeping with the professional appearance requirement.
3. All font must be black – colored font is not permitted.
4. You must be consistent. For example, should you decide to increase the font size of your chapter titles from 12 (the setting in this example) to 14, you must be sure to do the same for ALL chapter titles in your document. This principle applies to the use of font effects as well (bold, underlining, italics, etc.). 
1.6 Professionalism and Consistency
Authors must use PCIU’s formatting requirements for all aspects of the title page, copyright page, signature page, acknowledgment, abstract, table of contents (including any supplementary lists such as a list of figures), and dedication page. For the thesis/dissertation body, use the formatting and citation style guide that is appropriate for your discipline. Whenever there is a formatting conflict between PCIU requirements and a style guide, authors must adhere to PCIU’s format. There are no exceptions to this rule. 
Two primary considerations in formatting the body of your document are professionalism and consistency. For example, it is perfectly acceptable to bold your subheadings (as seen in this template) if you treat all subheadings in the entire document in the same manner. You cannot bold or underline some subheadings and not others. In all cases, be certain that your formatting decisions convey a sense of professionalism and always be consistent.
1.7 Additional Formatting Rules: Title Page
The degree name is strictly “BACHELOR OF SCIENCE” for all B.Sc. graduates. Only masters-level graduate degrees include the field of study, such as “MASTER OF ARTS IN HISTORY” or “MASTER OF SCIENCE IN CHEMISTRY”.
Ensure you list your name consistently throughout your document. If you choose to include a middle initial, such as “BUTCH T. COUGAR” on your title page, you must be consistent and include the same name throughout your thesis/dissertation.
The department name must be the official unit’s name that is granting the degree. Some examples are: “Department of Electrical and Electronic Engineering”. If you are not sure of your department’s official name, contact your academic coordinator for assistance.
The date on your title page must reflect the month and year of your degree, not your final exam. Fall graduates always use JANUARY and spring graduates always use MAY. Those graduating in summer generally use SEPTEMBER.
1.8 Page Margins
All pages must have at least a 1” side/top margin and a 1.3” bottom margin. The larger bottom margin allows you to have ½” of clear space above and below the page number (see below). This is mandatory – please ensure that no text, charts, graphs, images, etc. infringe upon your document’s margins.
1.9 Page Numbers
This template is designed to help with the most challenging aspects of pagination. Please do not edit these settings. If you need to adjust the pagination, keep the following requirements in mind. Page numbers must have at least ½” of cleared space on all sides of the number. Page numbers must either be centered at the bottom of the page or in the upper right-hand corner. If you decide to move your page numbers to the upper right, you need to reduce the bottom margin to 1” and increase the top margin to 1.3” to allow enough space around your page numbers.
Page numbers must be in the same font as the rest of your thesis/dissertation. You may use a slightly smaller size if desired. Each page must include a page number except the title page and copyright page (the first two pages of your document). Front matter pages (signature page, abstract, table of contents, dedication, etc.) must be numbered using lower case roman numerals beginning with ii on the signature page (ii, iii, iv, etc.). All body pages must be numbered using Arabic numerals and restart at 1 on the first page of your introduction (1, 2, 3, etc.).
1.10 Professionalism and Consistency
Authors should use the formatting and citation style guide that is appropriate for their discipline throughout the body of their thesis/dissertation. Whenever there is a formatting conflict between PCIU requirements and a style guide, authors must adhere to PCIU’s format. There are two primary formatting considerations in the body of your document: professionalism and consistency. For example, it is perfectly acceptable to bold your subheadings (as seen in this template) if you treat all subheadings in the same manner. You cannot bold or underline some subheadings and not others. In all cases, be certain that your formatting decisions convey a sense of professionalism and always be consistent in how you apply your decisions.
1.11 Blank Pages and Running Headers
Blank pages and running headers are not permitted in your thesis/dissertation. Please ensure that you do not include these in your document.
1.12 Block Quotes


You may single or double space for block quotes. Remember: always be consistent with your formatting choices throughout your document!
1.13 Handwriting
Handwriting is not acceptable within a thesis/dissertation. Any graphics, drawings, figure labels, etc. must be generated by computer.
1.14 Hyperlinks
Anytime you include a website, such as www.gradschool.PCIU.edu, you must deactivate the hyperlinks in your text. Your document must be viewable today, next month, next year, in fifty years, and beyond. In the long term, hyperlinks will no longer point to anything and will not provide meaning for readers. The Graduate School suggests you incorporate any such referenced material into your dissertation (or as supplemental files), but we require that you deactivate all hyperlinks. In Word, right-click the link and select “Remove Hyperlink”.
1.15 Example Image
Images, charts, graphs, etc. must not enter the mandatory margins (see above). Captions may be single or double-spaced as long as you are consistent. Additionally, be certain your reader can tell the difference between your caption and body text of your dissertation.
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Figure 2.1: Example Caption: Captions for figures and charts may be single or double-spaced. Remember to be consistent and format all captions in the same style. [Font Size 10]
Table 1 Table Type Styles  [Font Size 10]
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N.B: Include Page number at the final template of your book
CHAPTER TWO: LITERATURE REVIEW
In the literature review section of your dissertation, it is essential to critically analyze and synthesize existing research relevant to your study. Begin by framing your research within the broader context of the field, providing background information and historical context where necessary. Identify key themes, concepts, and theories that are central to your research topic, and discuss how they have been addressed in previous studies. Critically evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of prior research, highlighting gaps or inconsistencies in the literature that your study aims to address.
Organize the literature review thematically, chronologically, or methodologically, depending on the nature of your research and the structure of your dissertation. Provide clear transitions between different sections or subtopics to guide the reader through the review. Use academic sources such as peer-reviewed journal articles, books, conference proceedings, and reputable websites to support your arguments and assertions. Ensure that your literature review is comprehensive yet focused, including only the most relevant and recent literature that directly informs your research questions or objectives.
Ultimately, the literature review section serves to establish the theoretical and conceptual framework for your study, demonstrating your understanding of the existing body of knowledge and laying the groundwork for your own research contributions.
2.1 Landscape Pages
Sometimes it becomes preferential to insert a landscape page into your document. In these cases, you must reorient the page number so, if printed and bound, the page number appears in the same location as the rest of your page numbers. For instructions on how to make this change, please proceed to the next page.
2.2 Additional Resources
For additional help with thesis/dissertation formatting, please contact with your respective supervisor. Please be aware that we cannot offer specific help with how to use your word processing program of choice.
This is an example of a page in landscape orientation within a thesis/dissertation. There are many excellent resources you may search for online to walk you through how to insert these pages into your document. This template used the directions found at https://guides.lib.umich.edu/c.php?g=283073&p=1886009 to create this example.
Please remember that you are not required to use landscape pages. You could also simply rotate the figure, graph, or chart by 90 degrees and insert it on a portrait-oriented page if that is easier. Remember to be consistent. 
CHAPTER THREE: METHODOLOGY
(Font Size-16) Times New Roman
In the methodology section of your dissertation, it's crucial to provide a clear and comprehensive explanation of the research methods and procedures employed in your study. Begin by outlining the overall research approach, whether it is qualitative, quantitative, or mixed methods, and justify your choice based on the nature of your research questions and objectives. Describe the specific research design utilized, such as experimental, correlational, descriptive, or exploratory, and discuss its appropriateness for addressing your research aims.
Detail the data collection methods used, including surveys, interviews, observations, experiments, or archival research, and explain how these methods were chosen and implemented to gather relevant data. Discuss the sampling strategy employed, whether it's probability sampling, non-probability sampling, or a combination of both, and justify your sampling decisions to ensure the representativeness and generalizability of your findings.
Explain the procedures for data analysis, including any statistical techniques, qualitative coding methods, or software tools utilized to analyze the collected data. Discuss how you ensured the reliability and validity of your findings through measures such as inter-rater reliability, triangulation, member checking, or pilot testing.
Address any ethical considerations involved in your research, including obtaining informed consent from participants, ensuring confidentiality and anonymity, and minimizing potential risks or harm. Describe how you adhered to ethical guidelines and obtained approval from relevant institutional review boards or ethics committees.
Finally, acknowledge and discuss any limitations or constraints encountered during the research process, such as sample size limitations, data collection challenges, or methodological constraints, and explain how these limitations may have influenced the interpretation and generalizability of your findings.
Overall, the methodology section serves as a detailed roadmap that allows readers to understand how your research was conducted and how the data were analyzed, providing transparency and credibility to your study.
CHAPTER FOUR: RESULT AND DISCUSSION
In the results and discussion section of your dissertation, it is crucial to present and interpret the findings of your research in a clear and concise manner. Begin by reporting the results of your analysis, presenting relevant data and statistics to answer your research questions or test your hypotheses. Organize the presentation of results logically, using tables, graphs, or figures to enhance clarity and comprehension. Interpret the findings in relation to your research objectives, discussing their implications, significance, and contribution to the existing literature. Compare and contrast your results with those of previous studies, identifying similarities, differences, and areas of agreement or disagreement.
Address any unexpected or contradictory findings, providing possible explanations or interpretations based on theoretical frameworks or empirical evidence. Discuss the limitations of your study, including potential sources of bias, error, or uncertainty that may affect the validity and generalizability of your results. Finally, conclude with a synthesis of the key findings and their broader implications for theory, practice, or future research directions. Overall, the results and discussion section serves to illuminate the significance of your research findings and to advance understanding within your field of study.
CHAPTER FIVE: FUTURE WORK AND CONCLUSION
(Font Size-16)
       5.1 Future Work (Font Size-14)
       (Font Size 12) (Line and paragraph spacing 1.5) In the future work section, several avenues for further research and development emerge from the current study. Addressing the limitations identified within the scope of this research will be paramount, ensuring a more comprehensive understanding of the subject matter. Exploring alternative methodologies beyond those employed in this study can offer validation and potentially unveil new dimensions of inquiry. Expanding the sample size or scope of investigation stands as a crucial step towards broader insights, potentially enhancing the generalizability of findings. Longitudinal studies present an opportunity to delve into the temporal dynamics and lasting impacts of the variables under scrutiny. Moreover, integrating advanced technologies such as machine learning algorithms or virtual reality simulations can introduce innovative approaches to analysis and experimentation. Embracing cross-disciplinary perspectives through collaboration with experts from various fields can enrich the research landscape and provide holistic insights. Lastly, translating findings into practical applications holds promise for real-world impact, thereby ensuring the relevance and significance of the research beyond academic realms. Through these avenues, future research endeavors can build upon the foundations laid by this study and contribute to the advancement of knowledge in the field.
5.2 Conclusion (Font Size-14)
 (Font Size 12) (Line and paragraph spacing 1.5) In conclusion, this study has provided valuable insights into [summarize the main findings and contributions of your thesis]. By meticulously examining [briefly mention key aspects of your research], this study has contributed to the existing body of knowledge in [mention the relevant field or topic]. The findings underscore [highlight the significance of your findings]. However, it is essential to acknowledge the limitations inherent in this study, including [mention key limitations]. Despite these constraints, the implications of this research are manifold.
BIBLIOGRAPHY
(Font Size-16)
Creating a bibliography involves listing all the sources referenced or consulted during the research process in a standardized format. Here's how you might present your bibliography: (Font Size 12) (Line and paragraph spacing 1.5) (Must be Italic)
1. Last Name, First Initial. (Year). Title of Book. Publisher.
2. Last Name, First Initial. "Title of Article," Title of Journal, vol. X, no. X, pp. XX-XX, Year.
3. Last Name, First Initial. "Title of Webpage," Website Name. [Online]. Available: URL. [Accessed: Date Accessed].
4. Last Name, First Initial. "Title of Dissertation/Thesis," Ph.D. dissertation, Department, University, City, Country, Year.
5. Last Name, First Initial. "Title of Conference Paper," in Proceedings of Conference Name, Location, Year, pp. XX-XX.
6. Last Name, First Initial. "Title of Report," Organization, Year.
7. Last Name, First Initial. "Title of Magazine Article," Magazine Name, vol. X, no. X, pp. XX-XX, Year.
8. Last Name, First Initial. "Title of Newspaper Article," Newspaper Name, pp. XX, Date.
9. Last Name, First Initial. "Title of Interview," Interviewee, Date.
10. Last Name, First Initial. "Title of Video," Video Hosting Website. [Online]. Available: URL. [Accessed: Date Accessed].
APPENDIX
(Font Size-16)
In the appendix section, you should include supplementary materials that support and enrich the main body of your research. These materials may consist of additional data sets, tables, charts, graphs, or other visual aids that offer detailed insights beyond what is presented in the main text. Moreover, if your research involved surveys, questionnaires, interviews, or programming endeavors, you should include copies of these instruments or code snippets for reference. Additionally, maps, diagrams, and transcripts of interviews or focus groups can provide valuable context and clarification and thus are suitable for inclusion in the appendix. Furthermore, it's essential to incorporate any permissions or consent forms obtained from participants in your study. Consider including any additional analysis, technical details, formulas, calculations, or derivations that support your research but do not form a core part of the primary argument. To ensure clarity, label each item in the appendix with a clear title or heading and consider numbering the items sequentially for easy navigation. By organizing your appendix thoughtfully, you provide readers with a comprehensive resource that complements and enhances the understanding of your thesis.
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